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Institutional Racism Affects Our Criminal Justice System
Introduction
	In modern society, racial diversity is a common phenomenon in almost every part of the world. Owing to the profound racial diversity, several ethical issues have arisen among the people and various institutions concerning the provision of essential services to people. One of the main ethical issues that have arisen among the people and government institutions is racial discrimination. In particular, the justice system has fallen a major victim of racism to clients. Numerous cases have been reported about racism in the justice system. Skin colour has become a factor contributing to how justice is administered to people in need of it. The most affected persons by institutional racism are the blacks. Criminal justice creates and promotes racial hierarchy in the United States and has done so for many years. In this paper, several ways in which institutional racism affects criminal justice will be discussed. Factors promoting institutional racism in the criminal justice system will also be explored.
Racial Hierarchy
There is a racial hierarchy in the United States and Black Americans are at the bottom of the hierarchy. According to Bridges (2020), Black Americans are lowly regarded in American society. On the other hand, the Whites are accorded high social classes and are treated as superiors to the Blacks. As such, racial discrimination cases are on the rise in the whole country. In the criminal justice system; that is dominated by the Whites, cases of racial discrimination raised by the Black Americans are never attended in most cases. Numerous racial discrimination instances have occurred in the United States, which confirm that racial hierarchy is a real phenomenon in the country. For instance, the case of George Floyd was a confirmation that Black Americans are regarded as inferior in the United States. Had the instance not have been filmed, the case of George Floyd would have gone unnoticed.
The case of George Floyd reveals that the U.S. has numerous racial discrimination cases that are never reported. The reason why most racial discrimination cases are never reported or never receive fair judgement is police bias (Balko, 2020). According to Balko (2020), police bias is profound in the United States security forces. Cases reported by the Blacks are never taken seriously. Also, when cases reported by Black Americans are taken for a court hearing, police officers and the judicial system officer collude to ensure that the cases do not receive fair judgement (Balko, 2020). In most cases, it is only through public outcry that justice is administered for Black Americans. For instance, the case of George Floyd would not be judged fairly, was it not for the numerous demonstrations that followed the heinous incident. Cases reported by Whites receive special attention from the police department and the court system (Bridges, 2020). However, cases raised by Black American are dragged and may never proceed to judgement if not followed up keenly.
Racial Disparity
Racial disparity triggers the stereotypic assumptions that link Black Americans with a crime in society. According to a report released by the Bureau of Justice Statistics in 2010, a total of 558,700 African Americans were incarcerated under state and federal jurisdiction (Griffith, 2012). The report further identified that on average, a total of 3059 per 100,000 African American male adults were incarcerated compared to a total of 456 per 100,000 White Americans in the year 2010. These statistics by the Bureau of Justice Statistics reveal how institutional racism is rooted in the United States and how it affects the administration of criminal justice. Following the statistics given by the Bureau of Justice Statistics, African Americans are generally stereotyped as criminals. As a result, African American hesitate to report racial discrimination cases to the police or filing cases because they feel that they are not protected by the law. The African Americans fear that justice would be denied because their fate is predetermined by the common belief that they are criminals. 
The aspect of racial disparities is further identified by Hetey and Eberhardt (2018) in the article “The Numbers Don’t Speak for Themselves: Racial Disparities and the Persistence of Inequality in the Criminal Justice System”. Instances of routine police stops and prolonged imprisonment are more for African Americans than White Americans. In the states of Oakland and California, 60% of routine police stops are for Blacks. The language that the police use on African Americans during the police stops is characterized by racial sentiments and a lack of respect. Also, out of the routine police checks, African Americans are frequently with minor cases that are later magnified by the police and judicial systems leading to long-term imprisonment (Hetey & Eberhardt, 2018). The African Americans are unable to fight against racial disparities in the criminal justice system because they lack backup and support from the government and the judicial system.
Ethnicity
On the contrary, the Blacks have had a hand in the acceleration of institutional racism in the criminal justice system. Both in the police department and judicial system where Black Americans work, they accord special treatment to their fellow Blacks (Toldson, 2020). In retaliation, the Whites disregard racial discrimination cases raised by the Blacks. The issue of Blacks preferring their fellow Blacks more than the Whites and the Whites preferring their fellow Whites more than the Blacks has been in existence for many years. As such, the gap between the Blacks and the Whites has been widening over the years. Since more Whites are employed in the criminal justice system than Blacks, then Blacks have been on the receiving end. There is heightened hatred between Whites and Blacks in the United States ranging from the police department to the criminal justice system. In the two departments; the police department and the criminal justice system, Blacks are inhumanely treated. Justice is rarely administered to them. In numerous instances, cases filed by Blacks have backfired or unfairly judged in courts. 
The issue of nationality has been on debate in the United for many years. American citizens with an African origin have faced numerous challenges and inhumane treatments from government authorities and individuals (Toldson, 2020). The issue of nationality has spread to government institutions, including the criminal justice system. As a result, cases filed against Black Americans receive heightened judgement in the courts. On the other hand, cases filed by Black Americans against Whites are leniently handled. The Black Americans are always on the receiving end concerning the activities of the criminal justice system. They rarely get justice from the courts unless they involve themselves in demonstrations. However, with the current black activists who are rising to fight for Blacks, the situation for Blacks is expected to improve in the coming years.  
Historically, it has been urged that minorities are more prone to police arrest and imprisonment than their White counterparts in the United States. Two reasons have been suggested as to why minorities face more police arrests and imprisonment than their White counterparts. One of the reasons is that minorities; who are Blacks, are more defiant than Whites. The other reason concerns the criminal justice system, which discriminates against minorities and passes unfair judgements to them (Rocque, 2011). In the real sense, the minority feel insecure in a society that is dominated by Whites. As a result, they tend to be defiant and arrogant because they always feel that they are being mistreated by the Whites. The minorities' defiance and arrogance land them in the hands of the police and the court system. Since the United States is a democratic country that observe justice for all, the minorities are sentenced to jail terms. Although most of the minorities feel the jail terms imposed on them are not fair, the criminal justice system has to be run following the rule of law. Therefore, when the minorities become unruly in society, they have to be dealt with according to the law despite their beliefs of racial discrimination.
Racial Discrimination
The United States Judicial system is run on racial discrimination all through. “The criminal justice system’s pervasive problems with racism start before the first contact and continue through pleas, conviction, incarceration, release, and beyond (Inman, 2020)". People of colour face numerous challenges when interacting with the criminal justice system. From the time they report a case on racial discrimination all through to judgement, imprisonment, and release, sentiments of racial discrimination are numerous. The criminal justice system is overwhelmingly dominated by the vice of racial discrimination. There is a common belief in the criminal justice system that Blacks are always in the wrong. As such, when Black Americans file a case, they rarely receive justice. Also, when the Blacks are sentenced to jail terms, the criminal justice system does very little to educate the Blacks on becoming responsible citizens. African Americans are mistreated in prisons by their White counterparts and officers in charge of ensuring order in the prisons (Inman, 2020). Instead of changing their behaviours to become law-abiding citizens, they become bitter and more uncontrollable in society. Even after they are released, they end up committing the same crime and getting jailed again. 
In modern society, there are varied vicarious experiences between Blacks and Whites. Even in common issues that can be solved through a common consensus, Blacks often develop negative attitudes towards Whites (Rocque, 2011). According to Rocque (2011), most Blacks have predetermined assumptions that Whites do not mean well for them. They believe that anything that involves White Americans is meant to intimidate the wellbeing of African Americans. Black Americans and White Americans fail to agree on numerous issues because of the beliefs held by Black Americans. The Africans Americans beliefs lead them to illegal acts that land them in jail. African Americans ought to learn that their well-being is protected by the rule of law by the United States constitution. They should avoid circumstances that might lead them to police arrests and jail terms. 
Recidivism
Recidivism refers to the tendency of a criminal reverting to criminal activities after released from a jail. Recidivism is a common phenomenon in the United States because the judicial system does not have well-defined rehabilitation strategies to assist criminals becomes law abiding citizens. The aspect of recidivism mostly affects African Americans in the United States (Toldson, 2020). Recidivism is triggered by other factors like racial disparities and racial discrimination; whose main victims are Black Americans. Black Americans rarely detach themselves from criminal activities. They indulge in criminal activities as a way of revenge for the mistreatments they get from Whites and those in power. As a result, most Black Americans find themselves on the bad side of the law. They are always at loggerheads with the police for committing social crimes that would otherwise be avoided. According to Griffith (2012), out of the 558,700 crime cases reported against Black Americans in 2010, only 60% managed to detach themselves from criminal activities after completing their jail terms. The article by Griffith (2012) is a confirmation that the prevalence of institutional racism in the criminal justice system will persist for many years.
Conclusion
Institutional racism is a common phenomenon in the United States' criminal justice system. Institutional racism affects justice administration in the judicial system. Various factors have been identified as the reasons why institutional racism is persisting despite numerous attempts for human rights organizations to preach against it. Racial disparities in the United States are the main reasons why the criminal justice system has failed to withhold fairness between Whites and Blacks. Police bias has also been identified as another reason why institutional racism is on the rise in the United States. Police bias leads to unfair arrests that lead to unfair judgements by the criminal justice system. The other reason why institutional racism is accelerating is ignorance and predetermined assumptions by African Americans. However, if racial discrimination is appropriately dealt with in the different institutions in the United States, justice would be realized in the criminal justice system in the country.
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